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(54) CERIUM-CONTAINING COMPOUND OXIDE EXCELLENT IN OXYGEN ABSORBING AND 
RELEASING ABILITY AND METHOD OF PRODUCING THE SAME 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To produce a cerium-zirconium compound oxide having <400®C oxygen 
absorbing and releasing temperature even after repetitively carrying out oxidizing and reducing 
treatments at 1 ,000°C and having >500 jimol/g amount of released oxygen expressed in terms of 
oxygen molecule. 

SOLUTION: A complex salt precipitate obtained by adding a reducing precipitant to a solution 
containing cerium and zirconium ions is aged and the resultant cerium-zirconium compound hydroxide 
containing trivalent cerium is baked in an inert or a nonoxidizing atmosphere to afford a cerium- 
zirconium compound oxide containing the trivalent cerium. The obtained compound oxide is then 
subjected to surface modification with a surface treating agent such as a metal halide, an alkali halide. 
an acid, an alkali or a halogen-containing organic compound. The cerium is compounded with the 
zirconium so as to provide (1/99) to (99/1) molar ratio of the cerium to zirconium in the cerium- 
containing compound oxide. The reducing precipitant is hydrazine. The surface treating agent is 
ammonium chloride. 
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CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The cerium-zirconium multiple oxide characterized by for oxygen uptake and emission 
temperature being 400 degrees C or less after performing oxidation / reduction processing repeatedly at 
1000 degrees C, and an oxygen burst size being more than 500micromol/g as an oxygen molecule. 
[Claim 2] The cerium-zirconium multiple oxide according to claim 1 characterized by being blended so that 
the mole ratio of the cerium in said cerium content multiple oxide and a zirconium may be set to 1 / 99 - 
99/1. 

[Claim 3] The compound salt precipitate which added the precipitant which has a reduction operation to the 
solution containing a cerium and zirconium ion, and was obtained is riped. The cerium-zirconium compound 
salt precipitate containing the obtained trivalent cerium is calcinated under inactive or a non-oxidizing 
atmosphere. Subsequently The manufacture approach of claim 1 characterized by carrying out surface 
treatment of the multiple oxide containing the obtained trivalent cerium using finishing agents, such as a 
metal halogenide, alkali halide, an acid, alkali, and a halogen-containing organic compound, thru/or a 
cerium-zirconium multiple oxide given in 2. 

[Claim 4] The manufacture approach of claim 1 whose precipitant of the above-mentioned reducibility is a 
hydrazine thru/or a cerium-zirconium multiple oxide given in 3. 

[Claim 5] The manufacture approach of a cerium-zirconium multiple oxide according to claim 1 to 4 that the 
above-mentioned finishing agent is an ammonium chloride. 

[Claim 6] The co-catalyst for the catalyst for motor exhaust purification characterized by containing claim 1 
thru/or a cerium-zirconium multiple oxide given in 5. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the co-catalyst in internal combustion engines, such as an 
automobile using the manufacture approach of a cerium-zirconium multiple oxide of having outstanding 
oxygen uptake and emission ability, and it, and the emission-gas-purification catalyst especially discharged 
from a gasoline engine in a low-temperature region 400 degrees C or less, after performing oxidation and 
reduction repeatedly at 1000 degrees C. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] The emission-gas-purification catalyst which converts into carbon dioxide gas 
harmless to the body, water, and nitrogen the carbon monoxide in internal combustion engines, such as an 
automobile, and the exhaust gas especially discharged from a gasoline engine, a hydrocarbon, and nitrogen 
oxides, and the so-called three way component catalyst are already put in practical use. This three way 
component catalyst uses noble metals, such as platinum, a rhodium, and palladium, as a principal 
component, and makes a co-catalyst cerium oxide and a cerium oxide-zirconium dioxide multiple oxide, and 
coating is carried out to the shape of a layer with alumina system support on the honeycomb-like monolith 
base which usually consists of a ceramic metallurgy group. 

[0003] In order for such a three way component catalyst to show high activity to the emission-gas- 
purification catalytic reaction of the preceding clause, there must be the air in an engine cylinder and the rate 
of a fuel, i.e., an air-fiiel ratio, near the theoretical air fuel ratio called a window. Then, although the amount 
of the fiiel which measures the oxygen density in exhaust gas with an oxygen sensor conventionally, and is 
sent in in a cylinder is controlled, it is very difficult to always maintain the high rate of purification only by 
this system for the time lag of the control system over change of the air-fiiel ratio accompanying actual 
acceleration and moderation. 

[0004] Here, it is known that cerium oxide shows good oxygen uptake and emission ability according to the 
oxidation reduction operation based on the indeterminate ratio nature of oxygen. Since fluctuation of an 
oxygen density can be controlled in the above-mentioned three way component catalyst and the width of 
face of the window on appearance can be expanded with this property, it is conventionally put in practical 
use as a co-catalyst of an emission-gas-purification catalyst. And as a property of a co-catalyst, what shows 
high oxygen uptake and emission characteristic is needed more at low temperature. However, when the co- 
catalyst which uses conventional cerium oxide as a principal component has inadequate oxygen uptake and 
emission ability in a low-temperature region 400 degrees C or less and becomes an elevated temperature 850 
degrees C or more, it has the fault of the engine performance falling. 

[0005] Then, the cerium oxide which has high oxygen uptake and emission ability, and the multiple oxide of 
a zirconium dioxide are proposed so that JP,8-103650,A, JP,8-109020,A, JP,8- 109021, A, etc. may see in 
order to improve such a fault for example. 

[0006] However, the multiple oxide containing the cerium oxide and the zirconium dioxide of the former 
manufactured by said approach etc. Although it has outstanding oxygen uptake and emission ability, for 
example Journal of Alloys and Compounds, 270th volume (1998) the 107-1 14th page. Journal of Solid State 
Chemistry, The 47-54th volume [ 138th ] (1998) page reaches. So that Chemical Communications, the 149- 
159th page, etc. may see in 1999 Once the multiple oxide of the cerium oxide and the zirconium dioxide 
which are obtained according to these manufacturing methods oxidizes at the elevated temperature near 
1000 degree C, it is reported that the oxygen uptake and emission ability in a low-temperature region 400 
degrees C or less fall remarkably. 

[0007] Moreover, so that JP,6-246155,A may see in order to improve the oxygen uptake and emission 
http://www4.ipdl.ncipi.go.jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi_ejje 8/7/2006 
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ability in low temperature for example Although the method of calcinating the compound salt precipitate 
which mixes the solution containing cerium ion, and noble-metals ion and/or transition-metals ion in the 
aqueous ammonia solution, anmionium bicarbonate water solution, or oxalic acid water solution containing 
a reducing agent, and is obtained above 250 degrees C is proposed By this approach, the oxygen burst size 
of the multiple oxide obtained is lOOmicromol/g grade, and cannot obtain sufficient oxygen uptake and burst 
size. 
[0008] 

[The technical problem that invention will be solved] The purpose of this invention is offering the co- 
catalyst in the cerium-zirconium multiple oxide oxygen uptake and whose emission temperature are 400 
degrees C or less after performing oxidation and reduction repeatedly at 1000 degrees C and whose oxygen 
burst size's is more than 500micromol/g as an oxygen molecule, its manufacture approach, and the emission- 
gas-purification catalyst using it among the air which could not be accomplished in the conventional 
manufacturing method. 

[0009] Moreover, another purpose of this invention is to offer the manufacturing method which repeatability 
is good and can compound the above-mentioned cerium-zirconiimi multiple oxide simple and easily, 
[0010] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] The summary of this invention for solving the above-mentioned technical 
problem is as given in a claim. Among these, the manufacture approach of the cerium-zirconium multiple 
oxide of this invention The compound salt precipitate which added the precipitant which has a reduction 
operation to the solution containing a cerium and zirconium ion, and was obtained is riped. The cerium- 
zirconium compound salt precipitate containing the obtained trivalent cerium is calcinated under inactive or 
a non-oxidizing atmosphere. Subsequently It is characterized by carrying out surface treatment of the 
multiple oxide containing the obtained trivalent cerium using finishing agents, such as a metal halogenide, 
alkali halide, an acid, alkali, and a halogen-containing organic compound. 

[00 11] After this carries out by repeating oxidation and reduction in 1000 degrees C, the cerium-zirconium 
multiple oxide which has high oxygen uptake and emission ability more than 500micromol/g as an oxygen 
molecule in a low-temperature field 400 degrees C or less is obtained very easily. And such a cerium- 
zirconium multiple oxide can be suitably used also in the application exposed to the severe environment 
accompanied by a rapid temperature change, for example as a co-catalyst for the catalyst for emission gas 
purification excellent in thermal resistance. 
[0012] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Hereafter, this invention is explained in more detail. 

[0013] After carrying out the oxygen uptake and emission **** of the cerivmi-zirconium multiple oxide of 
this invention more than 700micromol/g, repeating oxidation and reduction in 1 000 degrees C fiarther and 
performing it preferably more than 500micromol/g as an oxygen molecule in low temperature 400 degrees C 
or less, it maintains its oxygen uptake and emission ability. 

[0014] The rate of a compounding ratio of a cerium and a zirconium in the above-mentioned multiple oxide 
Also after being able to set it as arbitration, also setting to presentation [ which ] and oxidizing and returning 
repeatedly under an elevated temperature 1000 degrees C or more Although the cerium-zirconium multiple 
oxide which has high oxygen uptake and emission ability more than 500micromol/g as an oxygen molecule 
in a low-temperature field 400 degrees C or less can be obtained, it is desirable to make it the mole ratio of a 
cerium and a zirconium set to 1 / 99 - 99/1 . In order for being referred to as 1 / 9 - 9/1 in order to make high 
activity as a co-catalyst for emission gas purification to make the pyrochlore oxide of a cerium and a 
zirconium generate preferably at best especially still more desirably, it is desirable to be referred to as 2 / 3 - 
3/2. 

[0015] Moreover, you may add in the range which does not produce the trouble which originates the rare 
earth oxides or such mixture of the atomic numbers 57-71 other than alkaline earth metals, such as 
magnesium oxide, a calcium oxide, and a strontium oxide, an aluminum oxide, silicon oxide and nickel 
oxide, titanium oxide, an oxidization hafiiium, tungstic oxide, oxidization copper, ferrous oxide, scandium 
oxide, yttrium oxide, and cerium oxide in the use in the cerium-zirconium multiple oxide of this invention. 
[0016] Furthermore, the solution which contains in the solution containing the cerium and zirconium ion 
used as starting material noble-metals ion, such as platinum which is the principal component which brings 
about an exhaust gas cleaning effect, a rhodium, and palladium, may be blended, and generation of 
compound salt precipitate and support of noble metals may be performed to coincidence. Under the present 
circumstances, although it is possible to blend noble metals at a rate of arbitration, it is desirable to blend so 
that it may become 0. 1 - 5 % of the weight still more preferably 0.01 to 10% of the weight preferably to the 
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total weight of the multiple oxide as an emission-gas-purification catalyst finally obtained practically. 
[0017] In order to prepare the cerium-zirconium multiple oxide of this invention, the precipitant which has a 
reduction operation is mixed in the solution containing a cerium and zirconium ion, and it is made to 
generate cerium-zirconixmi compound salt precipitate. 

[0018] As a precipitant which water solutions, such as cerium chloride, a cerium nitrate, an acetic-acid 
cerium, cerium <4> sulfate, an ammonium-nitrate cerium, zirconium nitrate, and a zirconyl chloride, are 
used preferably, and has a reduction operation as a solution containing said cerium and zirconium ion, for 
example, water solutions, such as a basic reducing agent, for example, a hydrazine, and a sodium 
borohydride, are used preferably. 

[0019] Furthermore, a hydrazine is preferably used especially as a precipitant which has the above- 
mentioned reduction operation according to this invention, farther, it can ripe several days fi-om several 
hours, stirring the cerium-zirconium compoxmd salt precipitate generated by the hydrazine, reduction of 
cerium ion can be promoted, and oxygen uptake and emission ability of the cerixmi-zirconium multiple 
oxide finally obtained can be enlarged by considering as the cerium-zirconium compound salt precipitate 
whose cerium ion is trivalent. 

[0020] The example in the case of using a hydrazine hereafter as a precipitant which has a reduction 
operation is explained. The mixing ratio of the solution containing said cerium and zirconium ion, and the 
precipitant which has a reduction operation When using a hydrazine, in order what kind of thing may be 
used and not to be especially restricted, if it is the rate which precipitate generates and sufficient reduction 
operation produces, but for a hydrazine to act as a base of monovalence and to enlarge effectiveness of a 
reduction operation, for example It is desirable to set total of cerium ion and zirconium ion and the mixed 
rate of a hydrazine to 1 :30 fi-om 1 :4 by the mole ratio. 

[0021] Moreover, although any of an anhydride or one hydrate may be used when using a hydrazine as said 
precipitant, fi-om the reason of the ease of carrying out of handling etc., it is desirable to use one hydrate and 
it may use the solution which diluted this 5 times from twice by deionized water etc. fiirther. In this case, the 
compound salt precipitate obtained is for example, a compound hydroxide etc. 

[0022] Subsequently, the compound salt precipitate whose cerium ion is trivalent will be obtained several 
days by riping for several hours to 14 days fi-om 1 hour preferably, stirring the above-mentioned compound 
salt precipitate. Under the present circumstances, a big difference is not produced in the effectiveness which 
neither aging nor reduction fiilly advances that it is 1 or less hour, and is acquired as a line more than for 14 
days. In a next baking process, dissolution of cerium ion and zirconium ion does not advance completely 
that this aging is insufficient, phase separation is not caused and it does not become inadequate completely 
returning cerium ion trivalent. 

[0023] As an ambient atmosphere of the above-mentioned aging and reduction, among air, nitrogen, 
hydrogen, and ammonia, although it can carry out by the inert gas middle classes, such as helium and an 
argon, in order to prevent oxidation as much as possible, it is desirable to perform stirring in nitrogen or 
inert gas. 

[0024] Thus, cerium-zirconium compound salt sediment whose obtained cerium ion is trivalent is calcinated 
under inactive or a non-oxidizing quality ambient atmosphere, and the cerium-zirconium multiple oxide 
whose cerium is trivalent is obtained. 

[0025] As said non-oxidizing atmosphere, for example, non-oxidizing qualities, such as nitrogen, hydrogen, 
ammonia, an argon, and helium, and an inert gas ambient atmosphere, or the vacuum middle class is meant, 
and, as for the oxygen tension at this time, it is desirable to make it to 0.01% or less to the total pressure of 
gas. 

[0026] Subsequently, it can consider as the cerium-zirconium multiple oxide of this invention by carrying 
out surface treatment of the multiple oxide containing the obtained trivalent cerium using finishing agents, 
such as a metal halogenide, alkali halide, an acid, alkali, and a halogen-containing organic compound. 
[0027] A metal halogenide, alkali halide, an acid, alkali, a halogen-containing organic compound, etc. are 
used, and a cerium-zirconium multiple oxide is made to contact in at least one or more condition among a 
gas, a solid-state, a liquid, fused salt, and a solution as a finishing agent used in this invention. 
[0028] As said finishing agent, for example Ammonium halide, lithium halide, A halogenation potassium, 
sodium halide, halogenation calcium. Aluminum halide, halogenation iron, gallium halide, halogenation 
Lynn, A halogenation indium, an ammonium carbonate, a sodium carbonate, a sodium hydrogencarbonate, 
A lithium carbonate, a carbonic acid hydrogen lithium, potassium carbonate, a potassium 
hydrogencarbonate, A hydrochloric acid, a sulfijric acid, a nitric acid, an acetic acid, fluoric acid, a 
hydrobromic acid, oxalic acid, a citric acid. Halogen water, halogen acid, a sodium hydroxide, a potassium 
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hydroxide, aqueous ammonia. What is chosen at least one or more of hydrogen peroxide solution, 4 
halocarbons, a phosgene, halogenation thionyls and these water, alcohol, the ether, a ketone, and 
hydrocarbon solutions is used. 

[0029] As said halogen, although a fluorine, chlorine, a bromine, iodine, etc. are raised, in order to enlarge 
the ease and the surface treatment effectiveness acquired of handling, the salt which contains chlorine 
preferably, a solution, chlorine water, a chloric acid, a hydrochloric acid, etc, are used. 
[0030] Furthermore, according to this invention, the cerium-zirconium multiple oxide which has the oxygen 
uptake and emission ability made into the purpose simple and easily especially as the above-mentioned 
finishing agent because an ammonium chloride uses preferably can be obtained. 

[0031] Hereafter, the example in the case of using an ammonium chloride as a finishing agent is explained. 
When using an ammonium chloride as a finishing agent in this invention, if it is the temperature to which 
the effectiveness of surface treatment shows up, what kind of temperature is sufficient and it can carry out at 
the temperature of arbitration, but in order to enlarge effectiveness of surface treatment most, it is desirable 
to carry out at 600-1300 degrees C. Moreover, although surface treatment time amount can be set as 
arbitration, it is desirable for carrying out within [ in 50 hours ] in consideration of effectiveness or the 
effectiveness acquired to carry out preferably desirable especially in 1 minute - 5 hours. 
[0032] Moreover, since vapor pressure, such as a halogenide generated on the cerium-zirconium multiple 
oxide fi-ont face depending on the temperature which performs said surface treatment, is large, it may 
volatilize, or the finishing agent itself may volatilize with the halogenide generated on the fi-ont face. Also in 
this case, it is possible to carry out surface treatment satisfactory. 

[0033] Furthermore, the cerium-zirconium multiple oxide obtained after surface preparation may perform 
calcining processing into air if needed. As for the temperature at this time, it is [ 400-1000 degrees C and 
calcining time amount ] desirable to carry out in 1 - 5 hours, 

[0034] The oxygen uptake and emission ability of the cerium-zirconium multiple oxide manufactured by 
this invention can be measured by Chemistry of Materials, the approach indicated by the 4005-4009th 
volume [ 10th ] (1998) page. The quartz tube of a U character mold is loaded with a 0.03g sample, and 
specifically, a temperature up is carried out fi-om 200 degrees C to 1000 degrees C, circulating 80ml the 
hydrogen gas for /. Since the oxygen emitted fi*om a sample reacts with hydrogen and serves as water, the 
heat-conduction detector of a gas chromatograph can perform spectrum measurement using a heat- 
conduction difference with hydrogen gas. And oxygen emission temperature and the amoimt of emission 
oxygen can be calculated from the obtained temperature-programmed-reduction spectrum and its area. 
[0035] Although an example is raised to below and this invention is further explained to a detail, this 
invention is not limited to these. 
[0036] 

[Example 1] The 100ml of the first cerium water solutions of a nitric acid of 1,0-mol [/I. ] concentration and 
100ml of zirconium nitrate water solutions of 1.0-mol [/I, ] concentration were mixed, and 200ml of first 
cerium [ of a nitric acid ] -zirconium nitrate water solutions was prepared. After dissolving hydrazine 1 
hydrate in deionized water and preparing 400ml of hydrazine water solutions of ten-mol [/I. ] concentration 
independently, this and the 200ml of the above-mentioned first cerium [ of a nitric acid ]-zirconium nitrate 
water solutions were mixed. After stirring for four days in air and performing aging of precipitate, and 
reduction of a cerium, centrifugal separation was carried out and it dried at 80 degrees C among the argon. 
Subsequently, the obtained powder was heated at 1000 degrees C under argon gas circulation for 5 hours, a 
cerium is trivalent and the pyrochlore mold cerium-zirconium multiple oxide powder whose mole ratio of a 
cerium and a zirconium is 1/1 was obtained. These 3g of powder and lOg of ammonium chlorides were 
often mixed with the agate mortar, and it put into the alumina crucible, and it held for 1 hour, after carrying 
out a temperature up to 1000 degrees C 2imong air. 

[0037] The oxygen uptake and emission ability of the obtained cerium-zirconium multiple oxide fine 
particles were evaluated with the temperature-programmed-reduction spectrum. Furthermore, in order to 
evaluate the elevated-temperature endurance of this cerium-zirconium multiple oxide, after repeating 
oxidation / reduction cycle which performs hydrogen reduction and air oxidation by tums at intervals of 10 - 
300 minutes in 1000 degrees C, respectively and carrying out 10 times, it cooled to the room temperature 
and oxygen uptake and the emission characteristic were evaluated again. A result is shown in drawing 1 . 
Moreover, the oxygen uptake, the emission temperature, and the amount of oxygen after performing 
oxidation / reduction cycle 10 times in 1000 degrees C are shown in Table 1. Having had high oxygen 
uptake and emission ability by these, after the cerium-zirconium multiple oxide of this invention performs 
oxidation and reduction repeatedly in 1000 degrees C was admitted. 
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[0038] 
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[0039] 

[Example 2] Except having used 200ml of first cerium [ of a nitric acid ] -zirconium nitrate-calcium nitrate 
water solutions which mixed the 98ml of the first cerium water solutions of a nitric acid of 1 .0-mol [/I. ] 
concentration, 98ml of zirconium nitrate water solutions of 1 .0-mol [/I. ] concentration, and 4ml of calcium 
nitrate water solutions of 1 .0-mol [/I. ] concentration, and were obtained as a start raw material, cerium- 
zirconium-calcium multiple oxide powder was manufactured like the example 1, and oxygen uptake and 
emission ability were evaluated. A result is shown in Table 1 . 
[0040] 

[Comparative Example(s)] 100ml of 1 .0 mols [/I. ] cerium-nitrate water solutions and 100ml of 1 .0 mols 
[/I. ] zirconium nitrate water solutions were mixed, and the mixed water solution of 200ml cerium-nitrate- 
zirconivim nitrate was prepared. Moreover, the rare aqueous ammonia which carried out two fold serial 
dilution of the commercial aqueous ammonia by deionized water was prepared. Subsequently, 200ml of said 
mixed water solutions of the prepared cerium-nitrate-zirconium nitrate and the 200ml of the above- 
mentioned rare aqueous ammonia were mixed. After stirring for four days in air, centrifugal separation was 
carried out and it dried at 80 degrees C among the argon. After heating the obtained powder at 1 000 degrees 
C under argon gas circulation for 5 hours, these 3g of powder and lOg of ammonium chlorides were often 
mixed with the agate mortar, it put into the alumina crucible, and it held for 1 hour, after carrying out a 
temperature up to 1000 degrees C among air. The oxygen uptake and emission ability of the obtained 
cerium-zirconium multiple oxide powder were evaluated like the example 1 . A result is shown in Table 1 . 
[0041] 

[Effect of the Invention] Since the cerium-zirconium multiple oxide of this invention has high oxygen 
uptake and emission ability in a low-temperature field 400 degrees C or less and is extremely excellent in 
thermal resistance after it performs oxidation and reduction repeatedly at 1000 degrees C, it is useftil as a 
co-catalyst for a combustion catalyst, catalyst support, and the catalyst for motor exhaust purification. 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible £or any 
damages caused by the use o£ this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 
2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DRAWINGS 



[Drawing 1] 
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